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First Marriage Rate in the U.S., 2016
National Center for Family & Marriage Research
Since 1970, the overall marriage rate (defined as the number of marriages per 1,000 unmarried women 15 and
older) in the United States has declined. In recent years, however, it has remained fairly stable, reaching 31.9 in
2016 (FP-17-25). The thirty-five year decline in the marriage rate has been accompanied by a rising age at first
marriage (FP-16-07) and a greater share of Americans never marrying (Goodwin, McGill, & Chandra 2009). The
overall marriage rate includes those entering both first and remarriages. Since 70% of marriages are first
marriages (FP-12-21), it is important to consider first and remarriages separately. This family profile is an update
to FP-16-18, FP-14-08, FP-11-12, and FP-10-05.
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Trends in the First Marriage Rate
 Figure 1. First Marriage Rate for Women 18 and Older, 2008-2016
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 1-yr. est., 2008-2016
The first marriage rate declined
from 49.8 first marriages (per
1,000 never-married women) in
2008 to 43.1 in 2013.
First Marriage Rate by Race and Ethnicity
 Figure 2. First Marriage Rate for Women 18 and Older by Race and Ethnicity, 2016
The first marriage rate rose in
2014 and has remained
essentially unchanged over the
last three years, at 45.2 in 2016. 
In 2016, an estimated 1,657,583
women entered a first marriage.
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 1-yr. est., 2016
Note: N.B. represents Native Born and F.B. represents Foreign Born.
Black women experienced a lower
first marriage rate (20.6) than the
other racial/ethnic groups
considered here.
 A nativity gap exists among
Hispanics; foreign-born had a higher
first marriage rate (57.7) than native-
born (42.0).
In 2016, the first marriage rate was
highest for Asian women (65.1).
 
This project is supported with assistance from Bowling Green State University.
From 2007 to 2013, support was also provided by the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and
Evaluation. The opinions and conclusions expressed herein are solely those of
the author(s) and should not be construed as representing the opinions or
policy of any agency of the state or federal government.
Family Profiles: Original reports summarizing and
analyzing nationally representative data with the
goal to provide the latest analysis of U.S. families.
These profiles examine topics related to the
NCFMR's core research themes.
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First Marriage Rate by Educational Attainment
 
The first marriage rate was fairly
similar among women with a high
school degree (34.5) or some college
(39.1). The lowest rate occurred
among women with less than a high
school education (29.7).
 
Women with a bachelor’s degree or
higher had a substantially higher first
marriage rate (70.8) than women
without a college degree. This rate is
twice as high as experienced by
women with a high school degree.
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Figure 3. First Marriage Rate for Women 18 and Older by Educational
Attainment, 2016
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 1-yr. est., 2016
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